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ReThink Theatrical was founded in 2015 as a way to produce professional-quality 
theater with a budget of zero dollars. We wanted to make something special out of 
nothing and share it with our community. The first three years in production we 
followed this model and found it both a labor of love and a worth-while pursuit. 

Entering our fifth year of storytelling, we’ve learned a great deal throughout our 
journey. We know that accessible theater in the tri-state area is in high demand. We 
know that “free” theater actually requires the emotional, mental, physical, and financial 
support of entire communities. We know that we have worked with some of the most 
talented, generous, and gracious people in New Jersey. We know that educational, 
interesting experiences are some of the most important things that we, as theater-
makers, can offer to our community. And we know that we need to keep going.

The Executive Staff of ReThink Theatrical is proud to offer you this production of 
Howard Ashman and Alan Menken’s horror comedy rock musical, Little Shop of 
Horrors. After months of hard work from our incredible staff and cast, we are confident 
that you will walk away from this experience with a great song in your head, and a 
readiness to visit us again for our next story. 

Yours,
The ReThink Theatrical Executive Staff
Winter 2019

ReThink Theatrical provides free and accessible storytelling to local communities. 
With an educational and creative approach, we produce professional quality theater for 
everyone. Please consider donating to help us in our mission. For more information 
about us, visit rethinktheatrical.org or see one of our representatives after the 
performance. 

This performance is presented in two acts with a 15 minute intermission. Please silence 
your phones. There is no recording or flash photography. This performance is rated PG-
13 for some suggestive material. Trigger warnings include use of fake guns, suggested 
sexual abuse, and bodily mutilation. Proceeds during tonight’s performance will go 
towards ReThink Theatrical’s mission of accessible theatre.

Joe CiampiChristian Muñoz
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On the twenty-first day of the month of September, in an early year 
of a decade not too long before our own, the human race suddenly 
encountered a deadly threat to its very existence.

Today (sometime in the early 1960s), Seymour Krelborn—resident of urban 
and desolate Skid Row, Los Angeles, CA—discovers a strange and interesting 
plant upon his routine inspection of a local wholesale flower shop. This 
cosmic moment is marked by a total eclipse of the sun (it gets very dark). 

From this point on, the residents of Skid Row start to experience something 
very peculiar. Sure, there are mysterious disappearances, blood specs on the 
street, suspicions and gossip murmured around town… 

But what’s really strange is how doo-wop music begins to score their lives. 
Dance begins to control their bodies. They all start to sing surprisingly well 
and with some pretty sick harmonies. It seems this strange and interesting 
plant puts our heroes through something far worse than an apocalypse or 
alien takeover. No, this evil avocado species chooses to take over our planet 
by trapping us all in…

MUSICAL THEATER HELL!! (Dun, dun, DUN!)

Our heroes learn to cope with this new way of living and quickly become 
intoxicated by the idea of being able to show their emotions through music. 
This Alan Menken-scored life provides the perfect cover for our menacing 
fly-trap to grow (and grow) while the rest of Skid Row is distracted by 
choreography and 8-part harmonies. 

All the while, Seymour and Audrey and Mushnik and Orin and Ronnette and 
Chiffon and Crystal need to get out of their long-forgotten neighborhood. 
This is all taking place at a time where those who can are pursuing the 
American Dream (somewhere that’s green). Those with the means, get a 
matchbox of their own and a fence of real chain link. And those who can’t are 
left behind. When money is scarce and life gets harder each day, our heroes 
would move heaven and hell to get out of Skid Row. 

Do or don’t feed the plants. I’ll leave that choice up to you.

Thomas Young
Director

A NOTE FROM THE DIRECTOR
AMY CRUZ
CRYSTAL  
Amy is thrilled to be performing 
in her second ReThink 
production! Some notable roles 
include: Fraulein Schneider in 
Cabaret, a singer in Stages: A 
Legacy in Revue, Claire in Bare: 
A Pop Opera, Berthe in Pippin, 
and Mrs. Potts in Beauty and the 
Beast. She would like to thank 
her fellow urchins, production 
staff, and family for their endless 
support.

KRYSTINA MATOS
AUDREY  
Krystina is thankful to be playing 
this role! She’s the recruiting 
coordinator of talent acquisition 
at Chubb and a recent graduate of 
Rutgers University. Some favorite 
credits: Mayzie LaBird (Seussical), 
The Leading Player (Pippin), Mae 
(You Got Older), Hope Cladwell 
(Urinetown), Diana Morales (A 
Chorus Line), Gary Coleman (Av-
enue Q), Hermia (A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream), and directing The 
Shape of Things. Vanessa (Ronette) 
is her little sister! Love to her family 
and Justin - her real-life Seymour.

LEONID WEISMANTEL
MUSHNIK  
Leonid is a Super-Senior at 
Rutgers University pursuing a 
degree in Music Education from 
the Mason Gross School of the 
Arts. Leo is absolutely ecstatic to 
be returning again to work with 
the ReThink team. He would like 
to thank his friends and family 
who have continued to support 
him throughout his endeavors 
both onstage and off, and of 
course Jonathon Dawson. So sit 
back, relax, and don’t feed the 
plants.

ZACH LOVE
ORIN SCRIVELLO & OTHERS
Zach is thrilled to be debuting 
with Rethink Theatrical on this 
crazy and lovable show. Zach is a 
drama teacher at North Plainfield 
HS/MS, as well as a private voice 
and acting coach based in Clark 
NJ. Some favorite roles include 
Horton(Seussical), and Bud 
Frump(How to Succeed). Much 
love to Mom, Dad, G, and Rach. 
For UJ. zlovestudios@gmail.com

JARED THEINERT
VOICE OF AUDREY II
Jared heard through the grapevine 
about auditions for a singing 
plant and is now here in full 
bloom. Meanwhile he’s planted in 
Rider University studying Radio, 
Television, and Film, but is rooted 
in theatre. Some strange and 
interesting roles being Peter Pan, 
Chachi (Happy Days), and Monster 
(Young Frankenstein). Jared sincerely 
thanks Rethink Theatrical, his Super 
Friends, his inspiration: Pamela Isley, 
and his phenomenal family for always 
helping with his roses, no matter the 
thorns.

JILLIAN JALAL HANNA 
CHIFFON
Jillian is stoked to be playing 
an Urchin again in this unique 
retelling of LSoH. Jillian is a 
theatre performer and singer. 
When she’s not at rehearsal, she 
works at Rutgers University, where 
she graduated with degrees in 
Theatre and Psychology. Recent 
credits include Tracy Turnblad in 
Hairspray, Nadia in bare: A Pop 
Opera and Voice 2 in 35MM: A 
Musical Exhibition. Enjoy the show! 
jillianjhanna.com. For Sean. 

VANESSA MATOS 
RONETTE
Vanessa is a sophomore at 
Rutgers University majoring in 
Communications with a minor 
in Education as a Social Science. 
She plans on applying to Rutgers’ 
Graduate School of Education next 
year to get her Master’s in Education 
and become a kindergarten teacher. 
Most recently, Vanessa has appeared 
in Fun Home (Joan) with Cabaret 
Theatre, Cabaret (Sally Bowles) 
with Artemis Theater Company, and 
Godspell (“Turn Back, O Man”) 
with Brigantine Lighthouse Players.

RANDY CAMPO
SEYMOUR
Randy is thrilled to be making his 
ReThink Theatrical debut in Little 
Shop of Horrors! He is a sophomore 
at Rutgers University pursuing a 
double major in Communication 
and Theatre Arts. Previous 
theatre credits include: Fun Home 
(Roy), Legally Blonde (Emmett), 
and Godspell (All Good Gifts) 
for which he received the 2018 
BroadwayWorld Regional award for 
Best Actor in a Musical. Heartfelt 
thanks to his family, cast, crew, and 
support system for their endless love.



CELINE DIRKES
PLANT PUPPETEER
Celine Dirkes is thrilled to be 
working with ReThink Theatrical 
again, and to be honing their 
physical theatre skills as a 
puppeteer. You may have seen in 
ReThink’s Robin Hood as King 
Richard/Ensemble, or in Macbeth 
as Malcolm. They would like to 
thank ReThink for their faith and 
support through this process, as 
well as their family for their faith 
and support through the process 
of launching a theatre career. 
Also…DO feed the plants!

MATTHEW LEDDIN
SET DESIGNER
Matthew Leddin is a High School 
History Teacher and Technical 
Director at Rumson-Fair Haven 
Regional High School in Monmouth 
County, New Jersey. Having over 
fifteen years of experience in 
theatrical productions while working 
on over forty productions in a variety 
of production roles in carpentry, 
lighting, sound, and design. He has 
most recently worked as the Artistic 
Director and Scenic Designer for the 
2018 production TEDxAsburyPark 
as well as Scenic Designer for 
TEDxNavesink in 2016 and 2017. 

EMILY LOVELL
LIGHTING DESIGNER
Currently Lighting Director and 
Assistant Production Manager at 
Asbury Lanes, Emily loves adding 
a new dimension to a show with her 
lighting design. Before her job at 
the Lanes, she worked at the Strand 
Theatre in Lakewood for four years 
after attending Wagner College for 
three years studying Theatre Design, 
Technology and Management 
concentrating in Lighting Design. 
She is super excited for the campy fun 
times of LSOH with this wonderful 
group of people!

KAITLYN RAIDO
COSTUME DESIGNER
Kaitlyn Raido is from Jersey City 
NJ and has a degree in English and 
creative writing. She was drawn 
to Rethink Theatrical because of 
it’s accessible nature, seeking an 
opportunity to grow creatively. This is 
her first show as a Costume Designer 
but she has always been passionate 
about crafting and costuming. When 
she isn’t watching excessive amounts 
of Food Network and HGTV, she 
loves experimenting in the kitchen and 
painting. 

KATIE BURKE
PROPS DESIGNER
Katie graduated from Rutgers with a 
Bachelor’s in Mechanical Engineering. 
During her time there, she worked on 
the Production and Executive teams of 
Livingston Theatre Company. She has 
held the role of Properties Designer 
for various theater companies 
along the Jersey Shore and worked 
as Assistant Artistic Director for 
TEDxAsburyPark. As someone with a 
lifelong love of creating, the journey to 
making Audrey 2 come to life has been 
an excellent and thoroughly enjoyable 
challenge!

LIAM MCGEARY
MUSIC DIRECTOR
Liam McGeary is from North 
Brunswick New Jersey. He 
attends Mason Gross School of 
the Arts at Rutgers University, 
studying Jazz and Music 
Education. Liam also works 
in musical theatre as a pit 
musician, music director, and 
performer around the Tri-state 
area.

THOMAS YOUNG
DIRECTOR
Thomas is the Artistic Director and 
co-founder of ReThink and works 
full-time as the Creative Director for 
NCCP, which builds communities 
around the country through arts and 
cultural programming. Previous 
directing credits include co-director 
of Robin Hood (ReThink), STAGES 
(ReThink), WONDERLAND&YOU 
(ReThink), co-dir. of Midsummer 
(ReThink), HAIR (LTC), Next to 
Normal (Cabaret), and the Last 5 
Years (NJ Productions). Thomas 
thanks the cast, staff, ReThink team, 
family, and CGT.

MARISSA AUCOIN
CO-CHOREOGRAPHER  & 
MOVEMENT/PUPPETRY DIRECTOR
Marissa, MFA, is a passionate artist 
who is committed to providing 
accessible dance education for dancers 
and non-dancers alike. Currently, 
Marissa teaches as an adjunct faculty 
member at Raritan Valley Community 
College, at Yvonne’s School of 
Dance, and for several community 
arts organizations including ReThink 
Theatrical. Professionally, she serves 
as the artistic director of mla | Format 
Dance and movement director of Idyll 
Shift. For more information, please 
visit www.marissaaucoin.org.
DANIELLE (DANNI) DURSO
CO-CHOREOGRAPHER  & 
MOVEMENT/PUPPETRY DIRECTOR
Danielle (Danni) is a high school 
English and Creative Writing teacher 
in NJ. She received her Ed.M in 
English high school education and 
her B.A. in English from Rutgers 
University, New Brunswick. During 
her time at RU, Danni also earned her 
minor in Dance while continuing to 
perform, direct, and choreograph for 
The Livingston Theatre Company and 
Cabaret Theater. Post-College Danni 
has worked with ReThink Theatrical 
and the Perth Amboy Community 
Theater.

REBECCA MADEIRA
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR
Rebecca is a second-year music 
major at Rutgers, where she 
assistant directed LTC’s Godspell 
and performed with LTC and 
Cabaret in Into the Woods, Pippin, 
Miscast, and Old Friends. She 
also recently played Maid Marian 
in ReThink’s Robin Hood. She 
could not be more thrilled to be 
a part of this killer production, 
and she is so grateful to her cast, 
staff, and family for this wonderful 
experience. 1 Thes 5:16-18

SHAYNA CARNEY
STAGE MANAGER
Shayna holds a BA in Theater Arts 
from Rutgers University and is 
currently pursuing her Ed.M. in 
Counseling Psychology. While this 
is her first time behind the scenes 
at ReThink, Shayna has appeared 
in several of their productions 
in the past, including Macbeth 
(Lady Macbeth), STAGES: A 
Legacy in Revue (Actor), and 
WONDERLAND&YOU (Queen 
of Hearts). Shayna is thrilled to be 
joining this talented team and to 
be working with ReThink again.

NICOLAS NOA
ASSISTANT MUSIC DIRECTOR
Nicolas is thrilled to be joining 
ReThink as Assistant Music 
Director. Located at Mason 
Gross School of the Arts in New 
Brunswick, he studies Music 
Education with a concentration 
in Voice where he sings as a 
member of the Rutgers University 
Kirkpatrick Choir & Glee Club. 
In his spare time (of which he has 
none) he works at Fiddleheads, 
New American Bistro located in 
Jamesburg, NJ. Thanks to all who 
helped *rethink* this show!

RETHINK THEATRICAL STAFF

PIT MUSICIANS

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR | STEPHANIE L. BOND

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR | THOMAS YOUNG

BUSINESS MANAGER | CHRISTIAN MUÑOZ

PRODUCTION MANAGER | JOE CIAMPI

SPECIAL EVENTS COORDINATOR | EMILY REINEKE

RESIDENT CHOREOGRAPHER | MARISSA AUCOIN

RESIDENT CHOREOGRAPHER | DANIELLE DURSO

DRAMATURG/ARCHIVIST | CHELSEA JOY WOODS

EDITORIAL COORDINATOR | CELINE DIRKES

SOCIAL MEDIA COORDINATOR | JOANA MARMELO

VISUAL MEDIA COORDINATOR | JUSTIN JAJALLA

IT COORDINATOR | RYAN MOREY

KEYBOARD 1/CONDUCTOR | LIAM MCGEARY

KEYBOARD 2 | MICHELLE FOSTER

REED 1 | TRISTAN SHAFRAN

REED 2 | RON CHATTOPADHYAY

TRUMPET 1 | ISAIAH C. MASON

TRUMPET 2 | JASON LAKASHMANAN 

GUITAR | JAIRO CAMPO

BASS | “ROCKSTEADY” GREG SALMON 

DRUMS | ANTHONY ESKIN

PERCUSSION | MARK MONAGHAN



SPECIAL THANK YOU

UP NEXT

RETHINKTHEATRICAL.ORG

Jacob’s Well Church
Yvonne’s School of Dance
Carlos Bustillo / Bushwick Sounds
Ashleigh Hayes
Gali Zaborowski
Allie Kroeper
Kaitlin Ebeling and Wes Peña
Emmett Mitterando 

Kenny Gilvary
William Turner and Chelsea Woods-Turner
Jelani Walker
Jenna Unger
Nicolas Kaminski
Joe Ciampi III
The Livingston Theater Company
Cabaret Theatre

ROMEO+JULIET
RUTGERS GARDENS
This summer, 
ReThink Theatrical 
will be presenting a 
Shakespear’s most 
famous love story in 
the magical setting of 
the Rutgers Gardens. 
Stay tuned for staff 
applications, auditions, 
and show details. You 
won’t want to miss this 
modern retelling of a 
ageless classic. 

JULY 2019

SLEEPY HOLLOW
EAST JERSEY OLDE 
TOWN VILLAGE
ReThink is branching 
out and telling this old 
classic in a historic, 
local place. Join us in 
this family-friendly, 
spooky experience of 
Washington Irving’s 
terrifying tale of Sleepy 
Hollow. Explore this 
community gem, 
located in Piscataway, 
NJ. More details 
coming soon!

OCTOBER 2019


